Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

April 7, 2008

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Councilors Pat Fogarty, Nolan Johnson, and Karl Wawrzyniak

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Scott Qualle, MNSPECT (Building Inspector); Steve & Lisa Hauer; Frank Kolfgen; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous.
Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve the minutes of the March 17th regular meeting.

2. Payroll #7 & 1st Qtr.

3. Claims to be paid:
$  7,082.98 (3/25/08)
 


$12,964.27 (3/26/08)
 


$     337.64 (3/27/08)

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Mayor Bebo introduced Resolution 08-09: Recognizing a vacancy on the Council.  He informed Councilors that due to Dale Miska’s acceptance of the bartender position with the City, he could no longer be eligible for the Council seat he was appointed to.  Clerk Venier explained the process for appointing someone to fill out the term and that the term will end in December of 2008 and the seat will be up for election in November.   Councilors were to come up with some names for consideration and if none were available an ad would be run in the Silver Lake Leader to see if an interested candidate could be found.

A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve Resolution 08-09: Recognizing a vacancy on the City Council.

Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.

Old Business: None

New Business:

1. Council reviewed License 08-05.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve License 08-05: Temporary On-Sale for 3.2 Malt Beverages & Live music and dance. (Aug. 1-3 Pola Czesky Days).
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
2. Council reviewed License 08-06.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve License 08-06: One Day gambling permit to the Silver Lake Pool & Parks Org. (Raffle for 8/3/08)
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
3. Council reviewed License 08-07.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve License 08-07: One Day gambling permit to the SLFD Relief Association. (Pull tab sales and Raffle on 8/3/08).
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
4. Council reviewed Resolution 08-06 approving worker’s compensation insurance premiums.  Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the premium had come in at $300 over budget and recommended approval.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Wawrzyniak to approve Resolution 08-06: Approving Worker’s Compensation Insurance Premiums.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
5. Council reviewed Resolution 08-07 approving property/casualty insurance premiums.  Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the premium had come in at $2,700 under budget and recommended approval.
A motion was made by Councilor Johnson seconded by Councilor Fogarty to approve Resolution 08-07: Approving Property/Casualty Insurance Premiums.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
6. Clerk Venier presented a proposal for revising the City Code.  Venier explained to Council members that the current City Code was developed last updated in 1996; he recommended that the City look at using the MN Basic Code which provides a standardized code that is updated and cross referenced with current state statutes.  The cost for adopting the MN Basic Code is $880 and the City could adopt an additional chapter to the code for specific ordinances it wishes to adopt.  Venier said that he would like to begin the review process so the change could be included in the 2009 budget.

7. Council reviewed a proposal for repairs to the Auditorium roof.  Clerk Venier explained that the north part of the flat roof was leaking and needed repairs.  The proposal received was from Forcier-Martys Roofing in the amount of $2,035.00; Venier told Councilors that Laraway Roofing was also asked to submit a proposal and suggested that the Council approve up to $2,035.00 and delegate the decision to Councilor Fogarty, the public works liaison, so the work can be approved and completed before the leaks cause anymore damage to the interior.
A motion was made by Councilor Wawrzyniak seconded by Councilor Johnson to approve Resolution 08-08: Ordering Capital Building repairs for the Silver Lake Auditorium.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Motion carried.
8. Steve and Lisa Hauer addressed the Council with a complaint about communications with the City Building Inspection service.  Lisa expressed frustration with MNSPECT (formerly Waldron & Assc.), she cited their current remodel of the convenient store on Hwy 7 (SL Express) and told Councilors that she has had numerous problems with the inspectors regarding equipment that needed to be installed for ventilation for the cooking equipment they were installing.  Mrs. Hauer told Councilors that she had met with the Building Inspectors at the beginning of her project to be sure that she was doing everything that was needed to get the necessary permits for the remodel.
Mrs. Hauer told Councilors that she had heard of others complaints about the City’s building inspection services and also requested that they be able to tap into the City’s Economic Development Fund for money to be able to complete their project.

Mr. Scott Qualle of MNSPECT informed Councilors that the plans that were submitted and approved were for the remodel of the facility and no cooking equipment was indicated on the plans, it was not until an inspector was at the facility conducting an inspection that they learned about the installation of cooking equipment.  It was the addition of cooking equipment that led the inspectors to inform the Hauers of additional work and equipment that was needed for the project to be in compliance.  

Clerk Venier told Councilors that adding to the problem was that the State Dept. of Agriculture, which regulates food sales in convenient stores, leaves the interpretation of ventilation equipment needed up to the Building Code officials.  Venier also told Councilors that the project was proposed in January and the State didn’t approve the project until March but it seems the Hauers were led to believe that they could go ahead with the project in January.  As to the request for funding from the EDA, Venier told Councilors that he would research the request and see if that is an option and will report at the next meeting.

9. Councilor reviewed a request for input from the McLeod Planning Commission for Preliminary Plat No. 08-01and informed Clerk Venier to submit that the City has no objections to the plan.

10. Mr. Frank Koelfgen addressed the Council regarding his request that the City change its ordinance to allow for private on-sale liquor permit.  Clerk Venier reported that he had received a proposed ordinance but had not included it in the packet and he has not gotten information regarding area cities permit costs for this type of permit.  Venier reported that he will have the information for the first meeting in May.

Open Discussion:

1. Mayor Bebo reminded Councilors of the Board of Appeals hearing set for Thursday, April 24th at 7:00PM at the Silver Lake Auditorium.  Clerk Venier informed Councilors that Jeanne Ray, Deputy Clerk will attend the meeting in his absence and Gerry Quast, MLS Manager will attend the Council meeting on the 21st in Venier’s absence.

2. Councilors discussed setting up a day and time for a Spring clean up.  Clerk Venier informed Councilors that the County will no longer sponsor an appliance recycling event in Silver Lake, rather they will have collection sites at Brownton, Winsted, Hutchinson, and Glencoe for residents to bring old appliances.  Councilors expressed a desire to have dumpsters available on May 17th from 8am to noon but only if Waste Management will drop off at 8 and pick up after Noon so as not to encourage illegal dumping in the dumpsters.  Clerk Venier will contact Waste Management to see if this is an option and schedule it if it can be done.

3. Councilor Fogarty followed up with Councilors reporting that the ladder and platform will be installed in the Cleveland Lift Station sometime after the snow thaws and the fence at the municipal liquor store will be completed this spring.

4. Councilor Wawrzyniak offered to serve as liaison to the Municipal Liquor Store until the vacant Council postion is filled.  All members agreed.

5. Clerk Venier informed the Council that the Silver Lake Business Association is reviewing the possibility of placing a sign along the detour route while Hwy 7 is closed to advertise that there is open access to Silver Lake on Hwy 7 during construction and recommended that the City should participate in purchasing the sign.  Mayor Bebo suggested the City agree to pay for a sign if the SLBA would pay for another one.

6. Mayor Bebo told the Council that he is working with the SLBA to invite the Sat. Nite Cruiser Club to hold an event in Silver Lake; and the SLBA is also looking at the possibility of putting on a ‘Movie in the Park’ event this summer.

A motion was made by Councilor Fogarty seconded by Councilor Johnson to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous

Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 9:30pm.

__________________________


Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor

__________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

