08-17-09 Minutes

Minutes

Silver Lake City Council

Regular Meeting

August 17, 2009

Mayor Bruce Bebo called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

Members present:  Mayor Bruce Bebo, Councilors Jennell Johnson, Nolan Johnson, and Carol Roquette

Absent:  Councilor Pat Fogarty

Others present:  Kerry Venier, Clerk; Dale Kosek Public Works Supv.; Gary Kosek, Rec. Dir.; Bill Hummel, Police Chief; Paul, Betty, Mackenzie, & Max Davis; Ken Merrill, Silver Lake Leader

A motion was made by Councilor Roquette seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve the agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty

Motion carried.

Consent Agenda:

1. Approve minutes of the July 20, 2009 regular meeting.

2. Approve payroll #16, 17 & July Amb.

3. Claims to be paid:
$25,591.03 (7/31/09)
 


$  1,798.60 (8/11/09)
 


$26,381.35 (July EFT)
 


$35,287.46 (8/14/09)

 


$89,564.81 (8/17/09)

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve the Consent Agenda.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.

New Business:

1. Councilors accepted a donation of $76.00 from Mackenzie and Maxwell Davis toward the Bruce Maresh Aquatic Center.  Ms. Davis and her brother operated a lemonade stand to raise the funds for the pool.  Mayor Bebo expressed the thanks of the community for their generosity.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve Resolution 09-18: Approving the receipt of a donation towards the Bruce Maresh Aquatic Center.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried. 

Old Business:  

1. Councilors reviewed the 2010 preliminary budget and levy.  Clerk Venier presented the 2010 budget with line items expenses now included for the Police Department and reviewed changes made since the last meeting.  Venier recommended that changes still needed to be made because the proposed levy currently was at $501,000, and he felt that a levy over $500,000 would be too much for residents.  Councilors also heard that the estimated tax capacity of the City has decreased  3.96% to $445,283.
Councilors discussed possible ways to lower the levy and settled on keeping health insurance costs at the current level with no increase, a 15% increase was included in the proposed budget, resulting in a decrease of $13,090 in expenses to the overall budget.  Councilors also reduced the contingency from $33,829 to $15,000.
Councilors reviewed a resolution approving a preliminary 2010 budget and levy.  Clerk Venier told Councilors the resolution would set the General Fund Levy at $372,495.00, the 2007A Bond Levy at $43,978.00, and the 2003 Bond Levy at $55,000.00; and the Total Preliminary Tax Levy for 2010 would be $471,473.00.

A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve Resolution 09-19 Approving the 2010 Preliminary City Budget and Tax Levy for taxes collectible in 2010.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
Department Reports:

1. Liquor Store:  Councilor Nolan Johnson reported the following regarding the Liquor Store:

a. Sales for July were up $2,647 over 2008 while expenses had increased $6,840 over July of 2008.  Councilors discussed the rising expenses.  Mayor Bebo expressed concern over the fact that expenses seem to be rising at a far greater pace than the sales.  Clerk Venier told Councilors that the gross profit as a percentage of sales had fallen approximately 4% that could be caused by many things one of which could be that the margins on product is not where the City would like it.  Venier also said the challenge may be to not price things to high as to inhibit sales as well.
Mayor Bebo suggested that Councilor Nolan Johnson set up a meeting with the MLS Manager, Mayor, Liaison, and the Clerk to review the matter.

b. MLS Manager submitted, in the council packets, a breakdown of expenditures that had increased over 2008.

c. Councilors reviewed a recommendation by MLS Manager Quast to approve the annual review with step increase for Allison Sand, a part time bartender.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the annual review and step increase for Allison Sand.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
d. Councilors reviewed a recommendation from MLS Manager Quast to terminate the employment of Gina Hagedorn as a part time bartender.  This matter was tabled from the previous meeting as Mayor Bebo had asked Clerk Venier to check if this needed to be done in a closed meeting.  Clerk Venier reported that the Council could act on the manager’s recommendation but if the Council wanted to discuss or investigate the issues behind his recommendation, a closed meeting would be warranted.  
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to terminate the employment of Gina Hagedorn as a part time bartender.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
2. Public Safety:  Police Chief Hummel reported on the following:

a. Recommended approval of six-month review with step increase for Forrest Henriksen, Chief Hummel reported that Officer Henriksen is a good addition to the department.
A motion was made by Councilor Nolan Johnson seconded by Councilor Jennell Johnson to approve the six-month review and step increase for Forrest Henriksen.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried. 
b. Councilors discussed the reserve program and it was reiterated that the Reserve program will continue but will be a strictly volunteer program and no money is included in the 2010 budget.  Councilors asked Chief Hummel to make the press release responsibilities part of the full time officer’s duties rather than pay a reserve to do them.

3. Public Works:  Councilor Roquette reported on the following:

a. Pola Czesky Day set up and clean up went well;

b. There is an issue with the storm sewer along Grove Ave 

i. Supervisor Kosek reported that roots were causing slow drainage from the intersection of Grove and Cleveland St going south on Grove;

ii. Infratech has begun jetting and removal of roots in the storm sewer line.

iii. Supervisor Kosek and Clerk Venier will try to meet with County Engineer to discuss options for repairing storm sewer if jetting and cutting of roots doesn’t solve the problem.

c. Sanitary manhole at Grove Ave & Main St has been replaced, paving of the area will happen once the area settles in more.

d. A Phosphorous Management Plan has been submitted to the MPCA for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.

e. Work has begun on renewal application to MPCA for NPEDS/SDS permit for wastewater facility. 

4. Community Development:  Recreation Director Gary Kosek reported on the following pool and summer rec activities:

a. 125 family passes, 10 single passes were sold this year; number of swim lessons will come at the end of the season; life guard staff was great (14 on staff); current hours will be 1pm –7pm and closing date is tentatively set for Sept. 3rd.

b. Summer Rec programs included K-2 & 3-4 grade baseball, 3-4 grad & 5-6 grade softball; Summer Rec day program, and football camp: over 125 participants in the programs.  Next year will include all above programs plus the addition of 5-6 grade baseball.

c. There have been about 15 volunteers that have contributed to the success of the programs this year; two things will need to happen for the program to continue to grow 1) volunteers to help coach and 2)fundraising

d. Fund raisers held this year were a golf tournament and a pola-czesky kickball tournament which raised $1200 and $1600 respectively.  We hope to do both next year and the kickball tournament will be expanded to cover three days

e. This year field trips were held to Hutch Bowl, St Paul Saints game (60 attendees) and Valley Fair (91 attendees).  A community Twins Game is being planned for next year to the new stadium.

f. Councilor Jennell Johnson reported that the Planning Commission will hold an Open House on August 18th from 7-8pm at the Pool to get public input on the Trail Plan.

g. Clerk Venier reported that MNDOT has given preliminary approval to a site for the City Sign and he presented a permit application for Council review.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Nolan Johnson to approve an application to MNDOT to place a City Sign in the right of way.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.

Clerk Venier told Councilors that they will try to move the existing pillars but it is unsure if they will me able to be moved with out damaging the pillars so he asked for approval to construct new pillars if needed at a cost not to exceed $1,400.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve up to $1,400 for the installation of sign pillars in the event the others cannot be moved.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
5. Administration:  Clerk Venier reported the following:

a. Presented July’s Treasurer’s Report

b. Reviewed letter from MNDOT reporting the results of a speed study done on Highway 7.  MNDOT reported that there is no data to support the extension of the 45 MPH zone to the corporate limits of the City.

c. Received a request from the MN National Guard for donated office space if available.

d. Reviewed Resolution 09-20 assessing delinquent water/sewer bills to taxes payable in 2010.  Clerk Venier reported that one of the parcels was in foreclosure and no response has been received from the owner.  The other was for a delinquent account in which the owners were making $50 payments but at that amount Venier said they would keep current but the delinquent amount would not be paid off and the assessment route was agreed to by the owner as the best way to get the account current.
A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to approve resolution 09-20 assessing delinquent utility accounts to property taxes collectible in 2010.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried.
e. Clerk Venier reviewed changes in the Truth in Taxation laws and reported that special hearings are no longer required and the City must simply let the County Auditor know what dates the Budget will be discussed in a meeting.  Councilors decided that the budget will be discussed at the November 16 meeting and approved at the December 21st meeting.

A motion was made by Councilor Jennell Johnson seconded by Councilor Roquette to adjourn this regular meeting of the Silver Lake City Council.
Vote for:  Unanimous
Absent:  Councilor Fogarty
Motion carried; meeting adjourned at 10:08 pm.

___________________________________

Seal of the City:

Bruce Bebo, Mayor


___________________________________

Kerry Venier, Clerk/Treasurer

